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and natural ash. see 5
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BESPOKE

Tens of thousands of off-the-peg flooring solutions can 
be specified at the click of a mouse, but there are times 
when only something bespoke will do. We seek out 
some innovative floors that are one of a kind

Something special

HiStORiCally up-market shops and restaurants literally 
set their names in stone, with grand entrance halls and 
foyers often marked with the company name in mosaic. 
‘This was a traditional design feature originally intended  
to engender a sense of trust, used widely by banks, 
institutions and Post Offices,’ says Philip Watts of Philip 
Watts Design. ‘It reinforced the idea that something was 
here to stay.’

It’s an idea that he has recently resurrected for a couple 
of projects – Ego, a Mediterranean restaurant chain where he 
created a GaudÍ-inspired floor logo in pebbles, and George’s 
Great British Kitchen where his black and white floor with 
the George’s name picked out in tiles gives a sense of history 
and gravitas to a company that is barely three years old. ‘By 
working the logo into the tiling we have made a deliberate 
attempt to suggest heritage,’ he says. ‘It is the sort of detail 
used on tiling in very premium offers – high-end Parisian 
cafes and shopping malls for example. Originally this sort 
of detailing would have had to be made in mosaic, but now 
can be relatively easily done by printing on the tile.’

Design company Shed also looked to incorporate the 
name of the client into a flooring design, but in a more 
stylised fashion. The flooring created for luxury retailer 
William & Son was a combination of terrazzo with inlays  
of rugs bearing subtle motifs that link into the luxury goods 
sold by the store – from a carpet design hinting at the 
antlers that hang in the hand-crafted shotgun department 
to an edging reminiscent of the backgammon boards sold 
in the games section. And in the corners, linking the design 

together, are inlays featuring stylised company initials.
A similar thought process is evident in the flooring 

design for House of Vans, a creative venue set in five 
railway tunnels by Waterloo station and featuring a skate 
park, cafe and music venue. Architect Tim Greatrex and 
designer Pete Hellicar created a flooring that not only 
featured the Vans shoe brand’s logo, but its whole design 
was inspired by the shoes themselves. Vans’ iconic sole 
inspired the layout of the hexagon and diamond pattern, 
with the black and white instantly recognisable to 
enthusiasts as the essence of Old Skool trainers translated 
into flooring. Even the choice of rubber from DRF Rubber 
Flooring was linked to the brand, as it is the material for 
the Vans soles and the core material of the original Vans 
Doren Rubber Company.

Some designers prefer a more subtle approach. SHH 
director Neil Hogan, who heads up the hospitality division, 
explains: ‘Floors are very important in the hospitality world 
as they are quite large areas and a large ticket item. In my 
opinion putting a big logo on the floor is not going to be 
the most elegant solution. The association of walking over 
your logo or, even worse, wiping your feet on it, is not for 
every company. It was done a lot in the Twenties with 
magnificent vestibules with names in tiles and brass, but 
that is very expensive and not many businesses want their 
branding to be in that location any more.’

Hogan recently worked on three flooring projects for 
the Imperial War Museum – at Duxford, the Churchill War 
Rooms and Tom’s Kitchen at HMS Belfast. The first two 

top left sHH took inspiration 
from roundels on wartime 
aircraft to create a sense 
of place at the imperial War 
museum in duxford

top right Taped-up windows 
in the Blitz inspired sHH’s 
flooring design for the 
Churchill War Rooms

Right The flowing water 
of the Pearl River inspired 
Tony Chi & associates’ 
marble floor for the mandarin 
oriental, Ghangzhou



have feature floors that link in firmly with the history that 
the attractions are promoting: the Duxford floor was 
inspired by the roundels of Second World War military 
planes, while that at the Cabinet War Rooms was based  
on the patterns made by window tape used in wartime  
to prevent injuries from broken glass. All three floors, in 
Polyflor vinyl, share the same military-style grey colour 
palette. ‘We had to find a common language that would 
link the offers together, as a lot of visitors are repeat ones 
across the portfolio,’ notes Hogan.

Often designers look to some aspect of the building’s 
purpose, history or surroundings for inspiration. For 
example, the stunning black and white floor in the grand 
hall of the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Guangzhou, China, 
was designed by Tony Chi & Associates with curved marble 
strips laid in a pattern designed to reference the flowing 
water of the Pearl River that flows through the city. And 
closer to home, architecture practice De Matos Ryan took 
inspiration from shelves of books to create bespoke 
flooring for the British Library. ‘The astonishing and 
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Right Ulster Carpets took 
inspiration from the company’s 
circular logo to create a 
bespoke woven axminster  
for Clayton Hotel, Chiswick

Far right Loomah designed 
this pure wool bespoke rug for 
the Hilton metropole hotel in 
Birmingham, reflecting the 
light above it

Below de matos Ryan’s 
bespoke carpet for the British 
Library was inspired by 
shelves of historic books

Bottom shed’s flooring for 
William & son incorporated 
the company’s logo and 
aspects of its business
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mesmerising “heart” to the British Library is the six-storey 
bronze and glass tower containing the King’s Library, the 
65,000 books acquired by King George III and given to the 
nation by his son, George IV. The shelves glow with the 
colour and richness of the leather and vellum bindings, 
and the colour and rhythm of this new floor is directly 
inspired by the King’s Library’s book stacks and their 
alternating patterns,’ says  director Jose Esteves de Matos.

In the main, creating bespoke floors is a fairly time-
consuming process, but technology could be about to 
change all that, with a new LED flooring capable of lighting 
up with messages, directions, advertisements and even 
animations as customers walk past. Called Luminous vinyl, 
the new product from Tarkett and Philips Lighting means 
that in theory floors could change hour by hour rather than 
every 10 years or so.

‘With Luminous vinyl flooring we take our innovation 
strategy to the next level,’ says Anne-Christine Ayed, 
Tarkett’s director of research innovation, ‘allowing flooring 
to grab people’s attention in an unprecedented way.’

above dRf’s rubber flooring 
captured both the name and 
the essence of Vans shoes 
at its skate park

left Philip Watts used printed 
tiles to create a sense of 
history for new restaurant 
George’s Great British 
kitchen in newcastle 

Right Philips Lighting and 
Tarkett’s Luminous vinyl uses 
Leds to allow messages, 
advertisements and animations 
to appear in floors



REDuCE, REuSE, RECyClE. It’s a simple mantra, tripped 
out merrily by green activists keen to persuade us all to be 
kinder to the planet. But can it be applied to commercial 
flooring choices? Well, the reduce aspect is difficult – the 
average client probably won’t be tempted by a packed-
earth floor, but the other two are a good starting place.

‘We are frustrated by the existing status quo, which is 
that everything is going in the skip every five to 10 years,’ 
complains Ben Allen, principal and architect at Studio Ben 
Allen. ‘Everyone these days claims that their floors are 
sustainable, but the big question is longevity. Manufacturers 
may say that something lasts for 10 years, but the more 
important question is does it look good for 10 years? For 
example, we avoid carpets in a workplace environment as 
generally we don’t think they have enough durability. With 
the average office refit cycle being five to 10 years we find 
that by that time people are desperate for a change.’

The challenge he sets himself as an architect is to 
specify a flooring solution that can be reused through 
successive refits and redesigns because it still performs 
and looks good. ‘We’d rather create something that’s too 
impressive to throw away as it gets more beautiful with 
age, such as a timber floor,’ he says. ‘An untreated oak 

SuStainaBility

Can commercial flooring 
manage to be attractive, 
hard-wearing and good for 
the planet? FX looks at the 
many sustainable options 
now available that tick all 
the right boxes

The three Rs

above forbo’s marmoleum 
sheets and tiles were used 
for the colourful new floors 
in the eureka! national 
Children’s museum in  
Halifax. The project was  
by architecture practice  
at Large and Paynters 
flooring service, and the 
97 per cent natural 
marmoleum was water-cut  
to create the patterns.  
forbo.com



floor, for example, needs a bit of maintenance to begin 
with, but the maintenance becomes less as it develops a 
wonderful patina of age. And reused parquet looks great.’

Natalia Meleshkevich of Natalia Interior Design shares 
his love of reclaimed parquet. She recently specified it for 
the lounge of the Russian Spa Club in London, which she 
redesigned with a warm, traditionally Russian feel. ‘I chose 
the reclaimed parquet because it’s been used before and it’s 
natural wood; what else could be more eco-friendly? It’s a 
bit more expensive than some other finishes, but it lasts 
forever and it’s not complicated or difficult to work with.’

‘Fashion can be problematic,’ says Ben Allen, 
expressing his frustration at the vagaries of the Pinterest 
era. ‘If it’s sold as this year’s big thing then in five years’ 
time it will be out of fashion – and that is unsustainable. 
We spend a lot of time struggling with colours so that the 
floor is not fashion-based and conceptually it won’t look 
out of date in five years’ time. Natural materials are good 
as they are less susceptible to fads.’

Wood in particular can be both reused in the same 
project and recycled into other projects. ‘Engineered floors 
are better if they are not glued as they are easier to recycle,’ 
advises Allen. ‘And materials that are thick enough so they 
can be resanded or repolished are much better than 
something you have to replace when it gets worn.’

Reclaimed timber is a popular sustainable choice, but 
covers a multitude of different products. At one end of the 
scale are actual reclaimed floors such as parquet or Victorian 
pine floorboards that have a patina of age and use and are 
simply relaid in a new location; at the other end are what 
may appear to be sleek, modern, engineered boards, but 
are actually made from timber reclaimed from other uses, 
from railway sleepers to barn struts. 

Russell Calder, marketing director at timber flooring 
company Havwoods, explains: ‘Reclaimed wood is 
generating immense interest because of its combination   
of an intensely interesting appearance and ecologically 
sound credentials. But traditional sources of reclaimed 
timber can be a risky specification since supplies can be 
unreliable and the lack of uniformity makes installation  
a lengthier and therefore costlier process. All our timbers 
are planed, profiled and sanded using 21st-century 
production techniques so that they may be confidently 
specified for any residential or commercial application.’

But timber isn’t the only sustainable flooring, and it 
isn’t suitable for all applications – a busy call centre, for 
example, wouldn’t appreciate heels clacking on solid wood 
all day long. Ben Allen has just specified Bolon flooring for 
the first time as part the refit of One Carter Lane, the 
offices of international engineering company Cundall.  
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top left interface’s new 
scandinavian collection uses 
a revolutionary new latex 
substitute in its carpet tiles. 
The polyvinyl butyral (PVB) is 
extracted during the process 
of recycling laminated car 
windscreens and replaces 
the use of the existing 
petrochemical pre-coat 
that sticks the fibres to 
the backing. interface.com 

Bottom left kebony wood 
was used for the flooring 
of an eco-award-winning 
safari lodge located in the 
mara naboisho Conservancy 
in kenya. kebony was 
selected for its durability 
by practice Hitesh mehta 
design. kebony.com 

Right Havwoods’ Relik range 
is made from reclaimed 
planks and beams, mainly 
salvaged from demolition 
sites in Transylvania, then 
planed and sanded into 
straight solid or engineered 
boards. The tough timber can 
be painted or finished in many 
ways to provide bespoke 
solutions, such as this floor  
at the Z Hotel in Piccadilly.  
havwoods.co.uk



The company wanted the highest levels of sustainability for 
its headquarters, and it became the first project in Europe 
to obtain the new WELL certification at Gold level (along 
with BREEAM Excellent and SKA Gold ratings). WELL is  
a performance-based certification system that takes into 
account seven categories of building performance – air, 
water, light, nourishment, fitness, comfort and mind, so 
the flooring choice had a big part to play.

Bolon is a Swedish company started 60 years ago by Nils-
Erik Eklund, who began by turning waste textiles into rag 
rugs. The company is now run by his granddaughters Annica 
and Marie, who have launched a company recycling plant 
that means around a third of the flooring comprises recycled 
materials, and the PVC floor is recyclable at end of use. But it 
wasn’t just the recycled content that attracted Ben Allen: 
‘Bolon is heat sealed and non-porous so it’s easy to keep 
clean – that means it’s possible to have lighter floors, 
getting away from the darker colours that predominate in 

commercial spaces. As it’s possible to create a lighter, fresher 
feel to the design, the company will have something that will 
keep looking good for years to come.’ At SHH architects, 
creative director Neil Hogan adds: ‘Bolon is in a league of 
its own; nothing else gets close to it.’

Improvements in the carpet-tile industry have been 
extensive – the introduction of Econyl recycled nylon fibre 
has meant that finally, hard-wearing, long-lasting nylon 
flooring can be sustainable as well. Made by Aquafil, and 
used in products by Desso, Interface, Danfloor, Forbo, 
Modulyss, Milliken and many more, Econyl nylon is made 
from recycled fishing nets rescued from the oceans, worn-
out nylon carpets and industrial plastic waste, and can be 
recycled an infinite number of times (although of course 
the process itself does use energy). 

As well as being made from a recycled material, Econyl 
also has the advantage of being extremely easy to clean 
with just water, meaning it has ecological advantages 
during use as well.

While FSC-certified or recycled wood and Econyl might 
be the obvious choices when thinking about flooring, there 
is a wealth of other sustainable options that can be suitable 
for commercial uses:
Cork – Cork is bark, harmlessly stripped from cork oaks that 
live for 250 years. Cork oak forests are a rich environment for 
wildlife and cork production employs more than 100,000 
people in rural areas of Europe and North Africa, so it’s an 
all-round winner on sustainability. ‘Cork is a fantastic 
product,’ says Neil Hogan, ‘although it’s not durable enough 
for many contract uses. It’s warm to the touch and absorbs 
sound – we’ve used it successfully in schools. Cork has to 
be well-sealed to protect it against surface wear, and it is 
susceptible to damage from water or highly variable humidity.
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top left The solid and 
engineered bamboo floors 
from the Bamboo flooring 
Company are sustainably 
grown, biodegradable and 
fsC-certified. shown is a solid 
Rustic natural strand Woven 
Bamboo floor with a click 
fitting and a 25-year warranty. 
bambooflooringcompany.com

above left Ben allen used 
Bolon as the flooring for 
engineering company Cundall’s 
flagship headquarters, the 
first building to obtain a Gold 
level WeLL certification. 
bolon.com 

top right design company 
macaulay sinclair had the 
job of turning manchester’s 
Grade ii listed former High 
Court Registry office into 
the Hawksmoor 130-seater 
restaurant and cocktail bar. 
The company chose reclaimed 
european oak parquet from 
the Reclaimed flooring 
Company to give an authentic 
look. reclaimedflooringco.com 

left Colour Compositions, 
milliken’s first collection 
of carpet tiles in a plank 
format, opens lots of design 
possibilities. it is made from 
econyl recycled nylon and 
also has a cushioning backing 
made from 90 per cent 
recycled content. 
millikencarpet.com
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Marmoleum – This resilient flooring is made from 97 per 
cent natural materials, including linseed oil, wood flour, 
pine rosin and jute, with 43 per cent recycled content. The 
naturally antibacterial ingredients mean the floor is hygienic 
and needs less cleaning with fewer harmful chemicals, and 
Marmoleum is both recyclable and completely biodegradable. 
It can be damaged by things like stiletto heels, however.
Rubber – Much of what is described as ‘rubber’ is 
synthetic and made from petroleum products, but where 
natural rubber can be sourced it is totally sustainable 
(coming from natural tree latex), and totally biodegradable. 
Natural rubber flooring is strong, resistant to temperature 
changes, and stain and damage resistant. For example, 
DRF natural rubber flooring is guaranteed for 10 years   
and comes in 80 colours and 25 textures.
Bamboo – Bamboo grows rapidly and organically and so  
is totally sustainable and biodegradable. ‘Bamboo is super-
ecological and you can’t beat it for density,’ says Hogan. 
‘It’s seriously robust.’ 
Kebony – This softwood from sustainable Norwegian 
plantations is treated with a bio-based liquid residue from 

sugar production. The treatment alters the wood at a 
cellular level until it has properties resembling the 
toughest hardwoods. It has a 30-year warranty against rot, 
but is still biodegradable at end of life.
Reclaimed stone/tiles – Salvage companies offer 
flagstones, slates, terracotta and quarry tiles that can  
work well in restaurant or hotel environments.
Natural carpeting – There are many natural fibres such  
as jute, sisal, seagrass and coir that can be used in some 
commercial environments. As they are less hard-wearing 
than many other solutions they tend to be more popular  
in retail where refits are carried out more frequently than 
in offices or hotels. 

While most architects are clued up enough to think 
about the embedded energy in a product and its lifespan 
and recyclability, Ben Allen believes that many don’t look 
closely enough at what they specify. ‘It’s too easy to just make 
LEED and BREEAM a tick-box exercise; we really need new 
standards that set higher goals. For example, if it’s made 
abroad, are the workers paid fairly? Does it promote wellbeing 
in use? Ultimately, I’d like to see a  more holistic approach.’

above Havwoods Relik 
range is made from reclaimed 
planks and beams, mainly 
salvaged from demolitions  
in Transylvania, then planed 
and sanded into straight  
solid or engineered boards. 
This project shows Relik 
Reclaimed elm at the Cleaver 
Restaurant in oxford. 
havwoods.co.uk 

left Reclaimed strip Wood 
oak flooring was chosen by 
design company macaulay 
sinclair for the foxlow 
restaurant in farringdon. 
The wood is some 80-90 
years old and mainly comes 
from the Usa. 
reclaimedflooringco.com 

Below left modulyss carpet 
tiles were specified by 
building consultancy 
Woodfellows for the kingsley 
Healthcare offices in 
Lowestoft. The Pure air100 
tiles reduce dust in the 
atmosphere for a healthier 
environment and are made 
from 100 per cent econyl 
recycled polyamide.  
modulyss.com 

Bottom left elite flooring 
chose desso’s airmaster to 
carpet the drill Hall university 
library in Chatham. The clever 
loop-pile carpet tile has a 
special construction that 
reduces the concentration   
of fine dust in the air, making 
for a healthier environment. 
in addition it is made from 
econyl nylon, recycled from 
waste fishing nets, and has 
a base made from upcycled 
calcium carbonate from local 
drinking-water companies. 
desso.com 



tHE wORlD’S largest flooring show Domotex makes  
it clear that the fashion for highly patterned floors is only  
just getting started. Its 2017 trend report states: ‘Small or 
large, geometric and graphic patterns are given a leading 
role when it comes to flooring. There are no limits to the 
imagination.’ And at luxury interiors company Amara the 
trend forecast is the same. ‘We have been seeing so much 
more pattern and detail when it comes to tile and we will 
continue to see that trend in 2017,’ says interior designer 
Jennifer Woch of House of J Interior Design. ‘Expect 
geometric patterns, vintage-feel patterns, colours, 
and random patterns that can be used in a variety of 
applications. A punch of patterned tile is the perfect way  
to add interest and depth to any new space or renovation.’

The British have always had a bit of a love affair with 
monochrome geometrics, admits Alex Holden, managing 
director at interior design company Oliver Burns: ‘There’s 
something very classy about the Claridge’s entrance hall 
look.’ Dara Huang, founder of design studio Design Haus 

tREnDS

One aspect that the trend 
monitors seem to agree on 
is that geometric patterned 
floors are going to be big 
news this year. FX takes a 
look at why the fashion has 
come about and finds some 
striking examples

Geometry lessons

1  italian tile company 
fioranese Ceramica has 
in its Cementine range 
of tiles a wide selection 
of geometric designs, 
from simple black and 
white patterns through 
to complex and colourful 
flooring, all designed 
by silvia stanzani. 
Cementine Black&White 
comprises 12 different 
monochrome geometric 
designs, designed to 
be laid as a mix or as 
single-design tiles. 
fioranese.it

1
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Liberty, agrees: ‘There are lots of ways you can use 
geometric flooring, but the popularity of it stems from the 
history of when we used to use very elaborate, decorative 
tiles in entry foyers. There’s still a desire to have interesting 
patterns, often in foyer spaces, but modernised into 
beautiful geometric patterns.’

Designers have long used contrasting square or 
hexagonal tiles of porcelain or stone to create attractive 
patterns, but it is advances in materials and technology 
that have really fired the imagination for the contemporary 
patterned floors we are seeing today, many of which feature 
combinations of different materials, multiple colours and 
different shapes within the same design. ‘The trend for 
mix-and-match has been brought about by technological 
advances such as laser cutting and CNC machines that 
enable you to use a much greater combination of materials,’ 
says Holden. ‘And it’s not just the precision that is now 
available, it’s also the cost element. When these technologies 
first came into use they were very expensive, but now they 
are accessible and the technology gives increasing scope 
for designers.’

The increasing range of materials is also adding to the 
design fun. Huang has used Corian cut into big geometric 
shapes, cut stone slabs with brass trim, more modestly priced 
vinyl cut into interesting shapes for student accommodation 
and versatile and eco-friendly Bolon. One of the biggest 
trends in geometric floors is for chevrons, and Huang likes to 

2  Colourful geometric designs were 
popular in the art-deco era, so martin 
Brudnizki design studio wanted to 
create a similar feel for the refit of 
the Thompson miami hotel in the art-
deco section of miami Beach, florida 
(now owned by Hyatt and renamed 
The Confidante, miami Beach). 
originally the designer had planned 
to use carpet tiles, but the decision 
was made to opt for a cork floor 
made by Globus Cork as it would  
be more durable for the busy 
banqueting and conference area. 
Globus resized its original cork pattern 
to create a unique, large-scale, 
geometric effect to fill the grand 
scale of the rooms. corkfloor.com

3  new from Tarkett comes the id 
mixonomi collection that aims to 
offers architects and designers 
unparalleled opportunities to push 
the boundaries with luxury vinyl tiles 
(LVT). The new collection features a 
palette of 33 colours developed by 
international colour expert agency 
Peclers, inspired by the theme of travel. 
There are calm and cosy colourways 
associated with scandinavian 
boutique hotels, sumptuous shades 
inspired by Tuscan pastry-shop 
windows and bold accents borrowed 

from the meandering alleyways of an 
indian market. The collection comes 
in almost as many shapes as it does 
colours, allowing designers to mix 
and match to create unique designs. 
Patterns and shapes can be 
effortlessly combined and they all 
work perfectly with Tarkett’s existing 
id inspiration standard plank and tile 
shapes. To help designers create 
unique floors there will be an online 
configurator and digital visualiser  
to enable dynamic pattern and 
colour combinations. tarkett.com

4  Toggle is a leading online time-
tracking software company with 
headquarters in Tallinn, estonia. The 
interior of its new offices was designed 
by prominent estonian architect Tiiu 
Truus of studio Truus, with help from 
emerging design talent annika Liivo. 
The brief was to create a trendy, 
dynamic environment that would 
encourage staff to keep their minds 
active and creative. Truss used six 
wood effects and five solid colours 
from amtico’s signature LVT luxury 
vinyl tile range laid in an eye-catching 
herringbone pattern. different accent 
colours were used to adapt the 
pattern for various areas in the office 
to create vibrant ‘zones’. amtico.com

2 3

4
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use the pattern to blend materials, such as wood and Corian, 
into one another. ‘It’s like saying your floor is a piece of art in 
itself and creates a unique look,’ she says. According to Alex 
Holden: ‘Geometric floors can be subtle or bold and brash 
and everything in between. And when you can use 
combinations of materials you have a lot of design latitude.’

Tom Dixon has recently created his first carpet collection, 
Industrial Landscape, for Ege Carpets, and explains the 
appeal: ‘I am obviously very interested in the materiality, 
and the carpet in itself is an extraordinary thing when you 
see the tufting process and the selection of the yarn. But 
I am interested beyond the material and the kind of impact 
it has on the architectural perspectives. Colour is a very 
powerful thing as is pattern, particularly when you use  
it in large expanses, as you do with a contract carpet.’

Perhaps the most exciting aspect of the trend  
is the extent to which bright colours are being adopted, 
especially in the hospitality industry and in young tech 
companies where a colourful environment is believed to 
sharpen the mind and promote creativity. With this vision 
in mind, Tarkett is about to launch iD Mixonomi, a huge 
range of different colours and shapes of vinyl tile that can 
be visualised by an online program. Florian Bougault, 
Tarkett art director, explains: ‘It’s an ambitious collection – 
a real game-changer for modular vinyl flooring – with  
a design aesthetic that is bold, creative and playful, with 
endless opportunities to create unique flooring schemes.’

7  designer Tom dixon was inspired 
by the gritty patterns of London in 
his industrial Landscape collection 
for ege Carpets. ‘We have created a 
deconstructed brick pattern, a pattern 
inspired by the railway lines of London 
and one that refers to the Thames and 
the grey muddy water of the river,’ 
explains dixon. ‘We also have a pattern 
that has more to do with down-market 
aesthetics in the form of crazy paving. 
so the collection is a series of patterns 
and textures that come naturally from 
the building process or the erosion 
process.’ ege carpet tiles have an eco-
friendly backing made from recycled 
water bottles and use econyl yarn 
made from discarded fishing nets.  
The carpet shown is Brick in green. 
egecarpets.com

8  shed design company created 
a bespoke axminster carpet for the 
men’s department at Level shoes in 
dubai mall. each area of the store 
had its own identity and the men’s 
shoe area was given a classic 
geometrical look that was common 
throughout the flooring, fixtures and 
furniture in the area. The triangulated 
pattern in particular was picked up in 
the marquetry on the display tables. 
shed-design.com

5

6

7

5  The latest trend for mixing different 
floor finishes and geometries can be 
seen clearly in this project for the aqua 
bar and restaurant in Bristol, designed 
by simple simon design and made 
using kaleidoscope tiles and bespoke 
shapes from karndean design flooring. 
simon jones of simple simon split the 
restaurant into four key areas, each 
with its own individual design, selecting 
various wood and stone designs from 
karndean’s art select, opus and knight 
Tile ranges to create a wow-factor floor 
that was also able to withstand the 
wear and tear, spills and slip hazards of 
a busy bar and restaurant. karndean.com 

6  a colourful flooring from Bolon gives 
a dramatic, contemporary look to the 
headquarters of internet company 
Cisco meraki in san francisco, 
California. The new floor was designed 
by local flooring specialist Conklin 
Brothers and features 1,350 sq m 
of Bolon flooring in a whole range  
of colours and textures, including 
elements from Bolon’s sisal range 
that mimics the natural texture of  
sisal matting. shades of green, 
combined with occasional break-out 
areas of wood, help to bring the 
outside in, encouraging a creative and 
healthy working environment. bolon.com
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FlOORing in an OFFiCE or small shop probably won’t 
have to cope with a cleaning regime any tougher than a 
quick vacuum every evening. But when you are specifying 
flooring for hospitals, laboratories or even care homes, 
primary schools and nurseries, the floor will need to be not 
only resistant to staining, but also will need to be capable 
of withstanding various degrees of cleaning.

The toughest areas to specify flooring are going to be 
laboratories, suggests David Broderick, operations director 
for healthcare and laboratories at fit-out and construction 
company ISG. Recent projects by the company include the 
Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult, a new research lab for 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ Hospital, and a £3m project to create 
a new Institute of Immunity, Infection and Transplantation 
at the Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust.

‘In a high-grade medical research laboratory or 
infectious diseases lab the cleaning regime might include 
vaporised hydrogen peroxide or formaldehyde,’ he warns, 
while in operating theatres and treatment areas flooring is 
likely to be subjected to chemical disinfectants as well as 
hot water. ‘Vinyl can survive all of this,’ he says, making it  

HEaltHCaRE

All contract flooring has 
to cope with a good degree 
of wear and tear; but in 
situations where hygiene is 
vital, the cleaning regime can 
be the toughest aspect that 
the floor has to endure. We 
looks at flooring options to 
keep germs at bay

Clean bill of health

above BdP designed the 
alder Hey Children’s Hospital 
and specified easy-to-clean 
vinyl flooring by Tarkett in  
a warm and neutral base 
palette, interspersed with 
vibrant and bold accent 
colours designed to appeal 
to children of all ages.  
tarkett.com
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a popular choice for medical-area uses. ‘You can also  
use tiling in labs and healthcare settings, but it is more 
expensive and takes longer to lay. Poured, self-levelling or 
trowelled resin products like Flowcrete are also suitable.’

Justin Cratty, firm-wide practice area leader for sciences 
at architectural consultancy Gensler, advises: ‘It’s important 
to understand any chemicals that maybe being used in the 
space, for example chemical cleaning products, so that  
the flooring company can confirm the use will be suitable. 
Many flooring materials can resist chemicals adequately  
in standard tests, but we have found that obtaining a sample 
of the material that we intend to use and then letting the 
end-users test it is a great way to discover whether any 
discolouration, staining, or other visual damage occurs.

‘Additionally, because floor systems respond to wear and 
heavy loads differently, compromises depending on a user’s 
need are often necessary. A sheet-rubber floor with good 
ergonomic properties may not necessarily be good in an 
environment where a lot of heavy carts are moved, whereas 
a monolithic epoxy coating on a concrete floor may be a 
little harsh for an operating room where the surgical team 
will be standing for extended periods throughout the day.’

Temperature extremes found in some medical 
environments can also be a challenge. Cratty warns: ‘A 
pass-through cart washer or autoclave will often experience 
flooring failures where the flooring system transitions into 
the machine. The flooring is otherwise perfectly acceptable 
in terms of wear and moisture resistance, but the 
introduction of heat in excess of 180degF combined with 
those factors results in failure for many products. On the 
other side of the equation, for facilities that use cryogenic 
liquids careful choices have to be made because spills can 
literally shatter sections of floor.’

One of the most obvious factors for flooring in 
healthcare settings is that there should be no cracks, splits 
or seams which could become a breeding ground for 
germs. ‘Linoleum used to be everywhere in the NHS,’ says 
Broderick. ‘It was a good product, very hard-wearing and 
easy to clean, but it’s quite hard to lay and it cracks as it 
gets old. Vinyl and rubber flooring is now tending to 
replace linoleum – rubber is less hard-wearing than vinyl 
but it comes in more colours and is easy to work with.’ 

Special attention also needs to be paid to where the 
floor meets the wall – traditional skirting boards are not 
suitable for healthcare environments. ‘You can’t have 
ledges or areas where dust and dirt and bacteria can 
collect,’ warns Broderick. The best solution is to overlap 
the flooring and wall cladding so you have a double seal,   
a process known as ‘cap and cove’. This also gives a 
rounded finish to the edges and corners of the room, 
which is something that Justin Cratty deems essential.  
‘For hygienic environments, it’s crucial to consider the 
broad spectrum of cleanliness requirements from 
“moppable” to having to meet operating room levels of 
cleanability,’ he says. ‘The basic principles that we apply 
include ensuring that all corners are rounded so that  
a sponge can contact all surfaces, specifying seamless  
or homogenous materials, and ensuring that there are 
smooth or sloped transitions so that there are no surfaces 
that dust can accumulate on.’

International architecture and design practice BDP 
designed the new Alder Hey children’s hospital in Liverpool 
and won a string of awards from the RIBA for the project, 
including the 2016 RIBA National Award. Katharine Blankley, 
BDP interior design associate, explains how the bright, 
colourful flooring was selected: ‘We used vinyl flooring  
by Tarkett as it creates a seamless finish and is easy to 
clean, so that infection control standards can be met.’

The Alder Hey flooring may be clean, but it is certainly 
not clinical, which reflects a recent change in attitude 
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Bottom milliken’s Luxury 
Vinyl Tiles have a transparent 
wear layer that makes them 
both easy to clean and 
resistant to scuffs and 
scrapes. Here they have been 
used at the refit of the Credit 
suisse gym run by nuffield, 
another kind of location 
where hygiene is taken 
seriously. millikencarpet.com

Middle most people don’t 
worry about spills on the 
garage floor – but when  
the garage is full of vintage 
motors it’s a different story. 
Here, addazing resin flooring 
in Galaxy Blue, by addagrip, 
has been used to give an 
easy-to-clean finish and 
attractive pearlised shine. 
addagrip.co.uk 

top Brain surgery demands 
ultra-clean facilities, so 
Gerflor’s Tarasafe Ultra vinyl 
flooring was ideal for the new 
neurosurgery suite at the 
Canberra Hospital. Tarasafe 
has a surface treatment for 
extreme resistance to soiling 
and staining and has a 
antibacterial and fungicidal 
treatment. in addition, it 
comes with a 12-year 
warranty and is 100 per cent 
recyclable. gerflor.co.uk
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towards healthcare floorings. Instead of a plain finish, the 
design uses a palette of vibrant and bold accent colours, 
designed to appeal to children as well as to break up the 
spaces and help with waymarking. ‘People used to think 
that laboratories and hospitals should be white and 
boring,’ explains David Broderick, ‘but now we know that 
people are more productive in their workspaces if there  
is more colour and more glass; and patients get better 
quicker in warmer, more colourful environments.’

New flooring technology means it is now possible to 
create visually interesting floors without compromising on 
cleanliness, explains Kevin Clinch, technical manager at 
flooring manufacturer IVC Group that makes sheet and tile 
vinyl. Vinyl designs can be cut out and fitted closely together 
on site before being either heat-welded or permanently 
joined using the cold Invisiweld technique, in which a 
special liquid melts and seals the two joins together.  
‘It allows considerable freedom in design,’ he says.

For people in long-term care facilities such as nursing 
homes and retirement complexes, as well as for young 
children in primary schools and nurseries, it is even more 
important that the flooring doesn’t look too clinical while 
still being able to cope with significant cleaning. In this 
field, nylon carpets and carpet tiles than can cope with a 
diluted bleach solution are a good choice and also allow 

left danfloor’s equinox 
carpet was chosen for the 
Bedale Centre in Bognor,  
a centre for people with 
mental-health issues. it has  
a 10-year wear guarantee,  
a strong resistance to stains, 
a moisture-impervious 
backing and an anti-bacterial 
yarn treatment to keep germs 
at bay. danfloor.co.uk

Below far left flooring from 
forbo was chosen for naomi 
House Children’s Hospice. 
in the bathrooms footsteps, 
bubbles and a dolphin design 
– imagery that is recognised 
and enjoyed even by children 
with profound disabilities – 
were created using surestep 
Laguna, which has excellent 
slip resistance as well as 
being easy to clean. 
forbo-flooring.co.uk

Below left Rubber 
floorcovering from nora is 
seamless and can be rigorously 
disinfected without sustaining 
damage, making it suitable 
for Germany’s tough legal 
requirements for hospitals. 
shown is the marien-Hospital 
in marl, Germany. nora.com

for a wide range of designs, including bespoke finishes. 
Vinyl is also frequently specified, especially if there is also 
a need for sound reduction. ‘I have been involved in pre-
schools that have specified acoustic vinyl not only for its 
sound-reducing properties, but because it is soft and 
cushioning if children fall over,’ says Clinch. Vinyl can  
also come in a variety of non-slip  and anti-bacterially 
treated options for sensitive environments.

According to Shaw Contract Carpeting’s Carpet for 
Healthcare report, the design of flooring can have a huge 
impact on quality of life, especially of care-home residents: 
‘Colour adds visual warmth while influencing emotions,  
sleep and wakefulness, creating more than just aesthetic 
value,’ it says. ‘Certain patients view colour differently – 
bright, playful colours work well for paediatric applications, 
while more subtle hues may be more appropriate in senior-
living environments. High-contrast colours combined with 
strong graphic patterns may be visually disorienting to 
some patients, creating feelings of confusion, unsteadiness 
or instability. Free-flowing, organic patterns contribute to 
feelings of well-being and reduce uneasiness, and as leaders 
in design for the ageing will attest, a carpeted path helps 
create a setting where patients feel free to explore and 
interact. It lends itself to a warmer, more residential quality 
that’s inviting for residents, family and friends.’
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CaSE StuDy

In colours that change like 
the seasons, outsize pieces  
of parque flooring make this
Swedish apartment stand out 

Colour me hot
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Previous page and left The 
furniture in the apartment is 
white so as not to detract 
from the flooring, created 
using oversized parquet 
pieces in bright colours  
of the seasons

tHE CHanging COlOuRS of the seasons were the 
inspiration behind the striking flooring of this Swedish 
apartment building, created by Martin Videgård and Bolle 
Tham of Tham & Videgård Arkitekter.

The apartment and guest suite, overlooking Humlegården 
park in Stockholm, was created inside a former art-nouveau 
hotel that had been altered so many times that few original 
features remained, apart from the leaded windows. This blank 
canvas gave the architects free rein to experiment with colour 
and shape in the bespoke flooring and wall cladding made 
from coloured and natural ash. The oversized parquet pieces, 

200mm x 600mm each, flow throughout the floor plan  
in overlapping colours ranging from spring’s bright limes, 
through deep, summery greens and orange, red and yellow 
shades of autumn to  winter greys and blacks.

While the distribution of the colours might look 
random, every piece of parquet was designed to fit in 
exactly the right position, giving a unifying overall theme 
while creating radically different looks in each room. And 
the architects made sure that the floor remained the star  
of the show by designing furniture all in white that wouldn’t 
detract from the kaleidoscope of colours. 
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