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DE MATOS RYAN
GARDEN HOUSE
Designed by De Matos Ryan, the Garden House
is a new-build 179-square-metre home sited at the
end of a rear garden belonging to a Victorian
house in Battersea, south-west London. A mod-
ern family conundrum was the catalyst for the
creation of the new dwelling – namely the needs
of a newly-married couple bringing two families
together and requiring additional space to ac-
commodate seven children.

The architect was originally briefed to replace
a potting shed and greenhouse with a garden 
annexe that the older children could move into.
The arrival of an eighth child midway through
the design process prompted a rethink: the calm-
ness and convenience of the new building was
deemed to be ideal for parents with a new baby

and younger children, while the main house
would become the older children’s domain. 

The design was driven by a number challenges,
including the clients’ ambitious requirement for
increased space, the need to incorporate com-
pulsory flood-proofing measures due to the site’s
close proximity to the River Thames, and com-
pliance with planning restrictions preventing  the
overlooking of neighbouring properties.

The house comprises five bedrooms, three
bathrooms, a study and a kitchen/living room.
The garden was excavated to create a high-sided
watertight concrete courtyard which increased
the floor area of the property without affecting
the single-storey appearance at garden level. 
The living spaces are at courtyard level and 

incorporate  full-height glazing. The first-floor
bedrooms are arranged in white volumes that
‘float’ above the glazing. 

A bridge bisects the white boxes and marks the
entrance. Windows are discreetly located on the
side and rear elevations to comply with planning
restrictions and to frame views out. A combina-
tion of internal lightwells and rooflights ensure
that the bedrooms get plenty of daylight. Top-lit
hallways and bathrooms connect the volumes.

The sunken courtyard garden formed by
white-pigmented concrete walls and floor is in-
tended to define the house and lend it an exotic
quality. Sliding doors open up the corner of the
building and provide a seamless transition from
the interior into the enclosed landscape.  
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Architect De Matos Ryan contractor Noga Building Services
structural engineer Price & Myers qs Marstan BDB garden designer
Worsley Designs concrete works Marek Noga green roof Green Eco
Roofing glazed screens IQ Glass external render Wetherby Building 
Systems polished concrete floors, kitchen counter Ed Lazenby
bathroom concrete vanity tops Lowinfo Design carpets Carpet Rack
ironmongery Allgood lights Bega, Orlight, Bocci sanitaryware Duravit
taps Vola kitchen doors, drawer fronts Parapan island doors Triboard
from MCI Timber audio visual Sonos photographs Hufton & Crow.

Floor area 179sqm form of contract JCT Standard Building Contract
contract duration 23 months.

Clockwise from top left: sliding glass doors
blur the boundary between inside and out;
top-lit entrance hall; kitchen/dining space. 
Ground-floor and basement plan. 
Key: 1 entrance hall, 2 bedroom, 3 shower
room, 4 family bathroom, 5 void over
patio, 6 rooflight over office, 7 driveway,
8 gate, 9 side passage, 10 paved area,
11 garden, 12 hot tub, 13 bridge, 14 foot-
path to main house, 15 living room, 
16 kitchen/dining, 17 utility room, 
18 master bedroom, 19 dressing room, 
20 office, 21 walk-in closet, 22 master
bathoom, 23 stairs, 24 wc, 25 courtyard, 
26 barbecue 27 storage, 28 plant room. 





GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1:100 @ A3

KEY

1  Entrance Hall
2  Bedroom
3 Shower Room
4 Family Bathroom
5 Void over Patio
6 Rooflight over Office
7 Driveway
8 Gate
9 Side Passage
10 Paved area
11 Garden
12 Hot tub
13 Bridge
14 Footpath to Main House
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BASEMENT PLAN 1:100 @ A3

1

2

4 65

7 8

9

10

12

11

13 14

3

11

KEY

1  Living Room

2  Kitchen / Dining

3 Utility Room

4 Master Bedroom

5  Dressing Room

6  Office

7  Walk-in Closet

8  Master Bathroom

9  Stairs

10  WC

11  Courtyard

12  BBQ

13  Storage

14  Plant Room

‘A playful improbability of form manifests itself
throughout the scheme: from a floating dining
table cantilevered from the kitchen worktop to
the apparent mass of the upper volumes that 
appear to float above a glass wall,’ says the archi-
tect. ‘This playfulness was a key aspiration for the 
project to add to the surprise and delight of 
discovering a house at the bottom of a garden.’
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